IMPROVING SPEAKING SKILL OF GRADE EIGHT STUDENTS THROUGH STORY COMPLETION by Melinda, Eka
E-Journal of English Language Teaching Society (ELTS) Vol.   No. 1 
 
 
 
 
 
IMPROVING SPEAKING SKILL OF GRADE EIGHT STUDENTS THROUGH 
STORY COMPLETION  
 
Eka Melinda1, Konder Manurung2, Mashuri3 
ABSTRACT 
The objective of this research is to find out whether or not the implementation 
of story completion can improve the students’ speaking skill on fluency and 
accuracy. The researcher usedquasi experimental design. The population of this 
research was the grade eight students of SMPNegeri 1 Bulu Taba. The sample 
was selected by using purposive sampling technique. The sampleswere 
VIIIAas the experimental groupand VIIIB as the control one. The data were 
analyzed statistically in order to measure the difference between the score. The 
mean score of the experimental group in the pretest and posttest 
is50.35and80.17. The mean score of the control group in the pretest and 
posttest is55.38and 68.65. Consulting the t-table value by applying the degree 
of freedom (df) 52 and 0.05 level of significance, the researcher finds that the 
value of t-table is 2.01 while t-test is 10.91. The result of the data analysis 
shows that the hypothesis is accepted. Therefore, it can be concluded that the 
use of story completion can improve speaking skill of grade-eight students of 
SMPNegeri1 Bulu Taba. 
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Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui apakah benar atau tidak 
story completion dapat meningkatkan kemampuan berbicara. peneliti 
membatas penelitian ini pada kelancaran dan ketepatan. Populasi dalam 
penelitian ini adalah kelas VIII di SMP Negeri 1 Bulu Taba. Sample dipilih 
menggunakan tekhnik purposive sampling. Sample penelitian ini adalah kelas 
VIII A sebagai kelas experimental dan VIII B sebagai kelas kontrol. Data 
dianalisis secara statistik untuk mengukur perbedaan nilai. Mean skor dari 
kelompok experimental dari pre test dan post test adalah 50.35 dan 80.17. 
Mean skor dari kelompok kontrol pre test dan post test adalah 55.38 dan 
68.65.Menerangkan dari nilai t-table dengan mengaplikasikan degree of 
freedom (df) 52 dan 0.05 level of signifikan, peneliti menemukan bahwa nilai 
dari t-table adalah 2.0i sedangkan t-test 10.91. Hasil dari data analisis 
menunjukkan bahwa hypothesis diterima. Oleh karena itu,dapat disimpulkan 
bahwa penggunaan story completion dapat meningkatkan kemampuan 
berbicara pada siswa kelas VIII di SMP Negeri 1 Bulu Taba.   
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INTRODUCTION 
Nowadays, language learning is important for students. Having good mastery of 
language, they can communicate to each other. English has four skills:listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. Speaking is dominated by aspects in communication, and it is the key 
that is used by people to interact with one another. Based on the Curriculum 2013, students 
should arrange simple oral language to express and response in asking expression, check 
understanding, appreciate good performance, ask and express for opinion by paying 
attention to social function, the structure of the text, and the element of language that is true 
and appropriate context. Speaking is considered one of the most important communication 
abilities. 
There are three components of speaking: fluency, accuracy, and comprehensibility. 
Fluency is speaking easily, reasonably, quickly, and without havingpause a lot. Accuracy is 
how correct learners use the language system, including their grammar, pronunciation, and 
vocabulary. Comprehensibility is how the talk of students can be understood by other. The 
students should be able to develop the components to be good speakers.    
Based on the researcher’s preliminary observation, there were three problems in 
speaking skill atgrade eight students of SMP Negeri 1 BuluTaba. First, the studentsare 
lackof vocabulary. Second, they have poor structure and grammar mastery in English. 
Last,it is difficult for students to pronouncewords in English. These problems occured 
because of two major reasons, namely the method of teacher in teaching English especially 
speaking was not interesting, and the students were afraid of making mistakes. In addition, 
the students have less self-confidence when the teacher asks them to speak in front of the 
class, even just simple or short sentences.  
In relation to the problems above, the researcher proposed ways to solve the problems 
through story completion. Story completion is a nice selection to provide students to make 
direct communication (Kayi, 2006:8). It can occur when students collaborate in groups to 
achieve a goal or to complete a task and students creativity also improves. It is a good 
choice because the students can improve their speaking skill. Ghiabi (2014:24) states, “story 
completion seems better than story retelling for developing students’ speaking skills.  It 
seems students in the story retelling method are not creative and use the vocabularies of the 
story, but in the story completion method, the students are more creative and use their own 
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vocabulary and also they pay more attention to the grammar of their speaking”. Story 
completion can make the students to be more creative and give attention about grammar for 
their speaking. 
Based on the text, the researcher concluded that speaking is one of skill to 
communication orally, give opinion and expressthe feel. Speaking has components: fluency, 
accuracy, and comprehensibility. The students’ of SMP Negeri 1 BuluTabawerelack 
vocabulary, have poor structure and grammar, and get difficulty to pronunce the words in 
English. To overcome the problems, the researcher used story completion to improve the 
students speaking skill of grade eight students of SMP Negeri 1 BuluTaba. 
 
METHOD 
In conductingthe research, the researcher applied quasi-experimental researchwhere the 
sample was divided into two groups. They were an experimental group and a control group. 
Both groups got the pretest and posttest. However, the experimental group was given the 
treatment after the pre-test and the post-test at the end of the meeting. The design of this 
researchis: 
A.  O1 x O2  
B.  O3  O4 
 
The researcher chose the grade-eight students of SMP Negeri 1 Bulu Taba as the population 
with 110 students in total. The researcher applied purposive sampling and took  VIII Bas the 
control group, and VIII A as experimental group. The dependent variable in this research is 
speaking skill, and the independent variable is story completion. 
In this research, the data were taken from the result of the tests that were given to the 
students before and after the treatment. Type of the test was oral test. The researcher asked 
the students to answer the question orally. The maximum score was 20. The test consisted 
of pretest and posttest. Both the experimental group and the control group were pre-tested 
and post-tested. The pretest was conducted in order to find out the students’ prior speaking 
before the treatment. The posttest was conducted in order to find out the progress of 
students’ speaking skill after the treatment. The form of the pre-test and post-test was 
relatively similar in the level of difficulties, but the questions were absolutely different. The 
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treatment was conducted in six meetings. Time allocation for one meeting was 2 x 40 
minutes. 
 Furthermore, the students’ scores were determined with the scale of scoring adapted 
from curriculum. The scoring system goes from 1 to 5. The researcher analyzed the data 
statistically. It was used to analyze the result of the test instrument (pretest and posttest). 
The researcher used the formula proposed by Arikunto (2006) in calculating the individual 
score of the students, the mean score, the sum of square deviation of both experimental 
group and control group, and the t-counted value. First, the researcher calculated the 
individual score of each student. Second, the researcher counted the mean score of both the 
experimental and the control group. Third, the researcher counted the sum of square 
deviation of the groups. Afterward, the researcher calculated the value of t-test to see the 
significant difference between the mean achievements of the two groups. 
 
FINDINGS 
In presenting the data, the researcher analyzed the data taken from the pretest and the 
posttest. The researcher gave pretest and posttest to both experimental group and control 
groups. The result of the pretest and posttest of experimental group is presented on Table 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E-Journal of English Language Teaching Society (ELTS) Vol.   No. 5 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 1Result of the Pretest of the Experimental and the Control group 
No. Initials of the 
Experimental 
Group 
Scores Initials of 
theControlGr
oup 
Scores 
1 AGA 50 ASP 55 
2 AP 60 ARN 55 
3 AH 50 AHN 55 
4 AKR 50 AZ 55 
5 AAR 50 AA 55 
6 ESR 50 DSH 55 
7 ES 50 EB 55 
8 FMT 50 KPY 55 
9 IKA 50 KEW 55 
10 JV 50 KSA 55 
11 JU 50 IA 55 
12 KRY 50 MR 55 
13 KNS 50 MOM 55 
14 KWP 50 MNJ 55 
15 MGH 50 MMM 55 
16 MOM 50 MAM 55 
17 MA 50 NI 55 
18 MAN 50 NLW 55 
19 MI 50 NSW 55 
20 MAS 50 PAM 55 
21 ND 50 RA 55 
22 NDS 50 RB 55 
23 NLD 50 SU 55 
24 NAZ 50 US 60 
25 PSD 50 UHS 60 
26 RG 50 WL 55 
27 RAR 50   
28 SSR 50   
Total 1410  1440 
Mean 50.35  55.38 
Based on the table, it can be seen that the highest score of the experimental group is 
60 and the lowest score is 50, while the highest score of the control group is 60 and the 
lowest one is 55. Aftercalculating the data, the researcher has found that the mean score of 
pretest of experimental group is 50.35 and the control group is 55.38. The mean score 
ofpretest of the control group is higher than the experimental group. 
After conducting the treatment, the researcher administered posttest to measure the 
effectiveness of using story completion in improving students’ speaking skill of grade-eight. 
The researcher used the same type of test as in the pre-test but different question as well in 
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order to find out whether there was any impact after the treatment. The result of the posttest 
is presented on Table 2. 
Table 2Result of Posttest of the Experimental and the Control Group 
 
No. Initials of the 
Experimental 
Group 
Scores Initials of the 
ControlGrou
p 
Scores 
1 AGA 80 ASP 70 
2 AP 90 ARN 70 
3 AH 80 AHN 75 
4 AKR 80 AZ 70 
5 AAR 80 AA 80 
6 ESR 85 DSH 80 
7 ES 85 EB 60 
8 FMT 80 KPY 80 
9 IKA 85 KEW 60 
10 JV 75 KSA 80 
11 JU 80 IA 40 
12 KRY 80 MR 60 
13 KNS 80 MOM 80 
14 KWP 75 MNJ 80 
15 MGH 75 MMM 40 
16 MOM 80 MAM 80 
17 MA 75 NI 60 
18 MAN 75 NLW 60 
19 MI 75 NSW 80 
20 MAS 75 PAM 60 
21 ND 85 RA 80 
22 NDS 80 RB 60 
23 NLD 80 SU 60 
24 NAZ 75 US 80 
25 PSD 85 UHS 80 
26 RG 80 WL 60 
27 RAR 85   
28 SSR 85   
Total 2245  1785 
Mean 80.17  68.65 
  
In calculating the students’ individual score of the control group, the researcher 
employed the same formula used in experimental group. As a result, the researcher found 
that the the mean score of posttest of experimental group is 80.17, and 68.65 for the control 
group. The highest score of experimental group is 90 and the lowest score is 75, while the 
highest score of control group is 80 and the lowest score is40.  
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After getting the mean score of pretest and posttest, the researcher continued to count 
the mean score of deviation and the sum of square deviation of experimental and control 
groups. The researcher found that the mean score of deviation of experimental group is 
39.46and the sum of square deviation of the experimental group is 466.97. Besides, the 
mean score of deviation of control group is 13.26and the sum of square deviation of the 
control group is 3597.12. Furthermore, the researcher calculated the value of t-test by using 
t-test formula (Arikunto,(2006)) to see the significant difference of both groups. By 
applying the t-test formula, the researcher found that the t-test value is 10.91. 
Afterwards, the researcher compared the value of t-test to the value of t-table in order 
to find out the significance difference between them. By applying Nx+Ny–2= 28+26–2= 52 
degree of freedom (df) and 0.05 level of significance of two tailed test, the researcher found 
that the t-table value is 2.01. It shows that the t-test value (10.91) is higher than t-table value 
(2.01). It means that the hypothesis is accepted. In other words, the use of story completion 
can improve speaking skill of grade-eight students at SMP Negeri 1 Bulu Taba. 
 
DISCUSSION 
To measure the students’ prior in speaking skill, the researcher administered pretest to 
the students in experimental group. According to the result of the students pretest, it can be 
seen that only one student of the experimental group got high score. Meanwhile, rest of the 
students got lower score. The highest score is 60 and the lowest score is 50. It means that 
the students have poor in speaking skill.  
The researcher also administered pretest to the control group. The result of the 
students’ pretest of control group shows that two students got high scores. Meanwhile, the 
rest of the students got lower score. The highest score is 60 and the lowest score is 55. It 
means the ability of students in control group is higher than the students in the experimental 
group in speaking skill. 
The researcher found that it is difficult for most students to express their thought and 
feeling orally. It often happens because they do not know about vocabulary in English, they 
are still confused about the arrangement of the words better, and difficult to pronunce words 
well. The students need a strategy that can help them to express their thought and feeling 
orally. The researcher has chosenstory completion as an effective strategy in teaching 
speaking skill.  
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The treatment was conducted in six meetings of each classes, it was on. During the 
treatment, the researcher gives same material to both groups. The materials contains of 
narrative story. In the first meeting, the researcher taught the story of Malin Kundang, in the 
second meetings the story of Bawang Merah dan Bawang Putih, in the third meetings the 
story of Timun Mas, in the fourth meetings the story of Cinderella, in the fifth meetings the 
story of Snow White, and in the sixth or the last meetings in treatment the story of 
Pinnochio. By giving the familiar story, the researcher expected that the students more 
enjoy the teaching and learning process. 
The researcher used story completion for the experimental group and conventional 
method for the control group. In the experimental group, the researcher applied story 
completion for the students. The researchertold a familiar and simple story to the students. 
The simple and familiar story can made the students easier know about the content of story. 
This material is potential to improve their active participation that have contribute to the 
improvement of their speaking skill. When the researcher told for them, the students pay 
attention to know the story in English. After that, the researcher divided them into groups 
and asked the students to completed the story. The researcher believes that if the students 
collaborate in group, they can help each other and work together to understand the story. 
The assignment of  the students into groups motivate them to speak enjoy. Story completion 
is a good method improves the logical thinking and sentence for the students (Patel, 2008: 
107).After that, the researcher said one or two sentences and ask the students to narrate the 
story then is continue by the first student until last student in groupto be a short story 
completed. The most potential factors of the story completion is the possibility/opportunity 
given to the students to narrate. By continuing the story, their opportunity help the students 
to build up confidence in speaking to other students and the teacher.The researcher asked 
the students narrates the story to gave opportunity and helped them to building their 
confidence. It can be motivated the students to learned speaking skill. It is certainly make 
them enjoy learning and teaching process. Mirarab (2015:524) states, “Another helpful 
aspect which is enjoyable for learners is story completion”. It is really can help the students 
to improve their speaking and make the students feel fun. When the students completed the 
story, the researcher wrote the students mistakes about their fluency, pronunciation, 
grammar and vocabulary. So, after every groups completed the story, the researcher helped 
the students to overcome their mistakes during completed the story before. 
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After doingthe treatment, theresearcher did the posttest for experimental group. 
Meanwhile, the researcher gave posttest for control group. After comparing the result of the 
posttest to both experimental and control group, the researcher found that mean score of the 
experimental group after treatment is 80.17 whereas the mean score of the control group 
after treatment is 68.65.It indicates that the students’ speaking skill of the experimental 
group has been improved. 
 After having the mean scores of the experimental and control group, the researcher 
found that the sum square deviation of the experimental group is 466.97. Whereas the sum 
square deviation of the control group is 3597.12. Based on the sum square deviation of each 
group, the result of the t-test is 10.91 and the result of t-table is 2.01. This means that story 
completion has a strong influence to speaking skill. 
 
CONCLUSION  
After discussing and analyzing the data statistically, it is concluded that the 
implementation of story completion can improve the speaking skill of grade-eight students 
of SMP Negeri 1 Bulu Taba. It is proven by the result of t-counted value (10.91) which is 
higher than t-table (2.01). It means that the implementation of story completion is effective. 
This strategy can be used by teachers when teaching speaking.  
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